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POLITICS IN THE CANADIAN NORTH: 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT IN NORTHWESTERN ONTARIO

This course is designed for students enrolled in the Honours program in Political Science and will focus on community politics in the Canadian North. More specifically, we will be working with local Thunder Bay community organizations to understand their research needs. Each student will be required to identify and contact a local community organization and offer their services to help in an existing research project or in creating a design for a project that might be carried out at a future date.


At the same time, we will be reading two of the works of Taiaiake Alfred, an indigenous scholar who writes about community development in indigenous communities living within the Canadian state. In Peace, Power and Righteousness: An Indigenous Manifesto, Alfred directs our attention to the traditional community model lived by the Mohawk people and argues that in order to recover from colonialism; indigenous peoples must reclaim the totality of their lived experience. In his latest book, Wasase: Indigenous Pathways of Action and Freedom, Alfred shows us the “warrior’s way” – and proposes new strategies for community development.


The aim of this course is to understand community development as it pertains to all people using Alfred’s strategies as a set of preliminary guidelines for action. The practical application of community development principles in working with local organizations will enhance our theoretical understanding of community development. The politics of the Canadian North is this kind of politics, involving indigenous and settler societies in a discussion over the future of resource extraction, economic development and what communities in the North will look like.

GRADING

ATTENDANCE                                        10%

COMMUNITY PROJECT *                      30%

CHAPTER SUMMARY #                         30%

FINAL EXAMINATION                           30% 

*COMMUNITY PROJECT – A ten page summary of on-going research or a proposal for research – this includes a literature review of at least ten sources.

#CHAPTER SUMMARY – A ten-page summary of the five most important arguments in any Chapter of either textbook – this will include 
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REQUIRED TEXTS

Alfred, Taiaiake.  Peace, Power and Righteousness: An Indigenous Manifesto. Toronto: Oxford University Press, 1999.

Alfred, Taiaiake. Wasase: Indigenous Pathways of Action and Freedom. Peterborough, On: Broadview Press, 2005.

In this course we will read and talk. I will lecture for the first half of the course, reserving the last half each day for discussion, questions, observations and debate about community projects.  We will also use WebCT as another place for dialogue and for posting lecture notes.
READING SCHEDULE

Week 1 – September 13  -    Alfred, Peace, Power and Righteousness – pp.ix-29

Week 2 – September 20 -     Library Tour – Northern Studies 

Week 3–  September 27 -     Alfred, Peace, Power and Righteousness – pp.91-127

Week 4 – October 4 -           Alfred, Peace, Power and Righteousness – pp.128-146

Week 5 – October 11 -         Community Project Presentations

Week 6 – October 18 -         Alfred, Wasase – pp. 9-38

Week 7 – October 25-          Alfred, Wasase – pp. 39-60

Week 8 – November 1 -       Alfred, Wasase – pp. 61-100

Week 9 – November 8 -       Alfred, Wasase – pp. 101-161

Week 10 – November 15-    Alfred, Wasase – pp. 162-203

Week 11– November 22-     Alfred, Wasase – pp. 204-286

Week 12 – November 27 -   Community Project Summary Discussion

COMMUNITY BASED EDUCATION – The Trent Centre for Community-Based Education, Trent University

The Community-Based Education Program is designed to complement established curriculum across all university departments and courses. All student placements take place in the context of academic courses including theoretical, reading and field courses - full and half. This means that while students are completing these projects they are also meeting course requirements.

Because students are expected to work quite independently, manage additional time constraints and show a great deal of initiative in negotiating placements with hosts and instructors, the program is open only to senior undergraduate and graduate students. 

The Community-Based Education Program accepts and helps develop proposals from community organizations in the region, which have identified research, planning and development needs, then matches Trent University students with the organizations to help meet those needs. Undertaking these research, planning or community development projects, students gain practical experience in their field of study while helping to solve current challenges in our community.
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The program is designed to complement established curriculum across all university departments and courses. Projects take place in the context of academic courses including theoretical, reading and field courses. While students are completing these projects they are also meeting course requirements. This also means community organizations benefit from the additional expertise and guidance offered by Trent University's faculty. Depending on the size of a given project, a student would complete it as an assignment within a regular course, as a separate course or as a thesis.

Eligible students, in general, are upper year and graduate students. Prerequisites for the Community Research Placement Course are as follows: students undertaking placements must have credit for at least 10 full-year equivalent university courses, with at least a 75% overall average.

Community organizations are invited to submit project proposals outlining the research they wish to have done. A committee reviews the proposals to ensure they meet Program criteria, and are suitable to be undertaken by students for course credit. The TCCBE then sends short descriptions of the projects to academic departments.
With their help, the TCCBE seeks students who would be interested in undertaking projects for academic credit. This can be done as an assignment within a course, as a separate course or as a thesis, depending on the scope of the project.

Interested students contact the TCCBE to confirm their eligibility and learn further details about the projects. Following this preliminary screening, the TCCBE passes along students' contact information to the appropriate organization. Student and host set up a meeting to see if they are a good match. Organizations should treat students as they would someone they are considering hiring; asking about qualifications, references, etc. Organizations hosting students undertaking research projects are encouraged to remain in close contact with the TCCBE throughout the project, for support and troubleshooting, and to ensure a successful experience for all participants. 

In the case of PS4213FA, we will be working in the other direction. Students will be contacting local organizations and offering to help with a research project that is either currently underway or will help the organizations to design a project that  will benefit their chosen organization.

